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Encouragement for the New Year
“See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard
you along the way and to bring you to the place I have
prepared.” Exodus 23:20 (NIV)

Celebrating January
Braille Literacy Month
Soup Month
Fruitcake Toss Day
January 3
Cuddle Up Day
January 6
Make Your Dream Come
True Day
January 13
Popcorn Day
January 19

I sometimes think New Year’s Day comes at the
wrong time of year. I’m usually facing a bunch of tasks
left over from the old year, like taking down the
Christmas tree and putting away all the decorations,
writing thank-you notes and dealing with decisions
about what to do with the stack of Christmas cards.
Throw them away? Save the ones with pictures?
Check the addresses? Then there’s the thought of
trying to catch up with all the work I put off during the
holidays. I’m behind before the New Year even starts.
“Who can think about new beginnings or inspirational
goals in the midst of old concerns?” I asked my
lawyer-husband Lynn as he came in the door after a
quick trip to the office to complete a couple of yearend responsibilities.
“Let me show you a gift I just received,” he said,
pulling an attractively wrapped package out of his
briefcase. On it was a card: “To Lynn. May this gift
encourage you in the coming year.” It was signed by a
friend in his Bible study group.
Lynn tore off the paper and lifted out a beautifully
framed message that read:
Lynn,

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 21
Australia Day
January 26
Puzzle Day
January 29

Trust Me. I have everything under control.
Jesus
He set the frame down amidst the clutter on the
kitchen counter so I could see that simple message as
I went about my tasks. Slowly, those words began to
change my frame of mind. If I needed something to
help me carry my old concerns into the New Year, I’d
just found it … the determination to face each day’s
concerns, trusting in the words of this promise from
the Source of all comfort and strength.
-Carol Kuykendall, written for Guideposts
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December Moments
Enjoying a Christmas sing-a-long with the
G.T. Mountain Dulcimer Society!

Decorating the Tree!
Decorating gingerbread houses
together
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January Birthdays
Staff:
January 4th Ronie Williams
Jan 11th Daniel Crawford
January 31st Lou Pasbjerg
Residents:
Jan 16th Lucille H
January 24th Marjorie F

